WO 99/36724 



- 13 



PCT/CB99/00153 



CLAIMS 

1. A surf ace- traversing/ vehicle comprising two bodies 
interconnected by means to friovej^ 

each other, each^said bodyybeing supported upon a multiplicity of 
resilien^bristles (13; 2E ; 32) extending from it, characterised 
in that the bristles of dach said body are mounted in groups upon 
a plurality of bristle-afarrying members (10; 23; 31) each guided 
for movement towards arid away from said body, and characterised 
further by fluid presfeure means (15; 22; 34) to effect said s 
guided movement of sa/d bristle-carrying members in at least one 
of said directions. / 

2. A surf ace- traversing vehicle according to Claim 1, 
characterised in fcftiat the interconnected bodies are generally 
flat or are rotatifonally symmetrical. 

3. A surf ace/ traversing vehicle according to Claim 2, 
characterised id that the interconnected bodies are generally 
cylindrical and that the bristles extend generally radially 
outwardly or iriwardly of the body. 

4. A surf ace -traversing vehicle" according to Claim 3, 
characterised /in that alternate bristles or groups of bristles 
around the bddies are inclined to a small extent in alternate 
directions if the rotational direction of the bodies. 

5. A surface -traversing vehicle according to any of the 
preceding fclaims, characterised in that the bristle-carrying 
members (3/0; 23) combine to cover the whole of the relevant 
surface oy the body at one limit of their guided movement. 

6. A /surface-traversing vehicle according to Claim 5, 
characterised in that the bristle-carrying members (10; 23) each 
form ode angular segment of the surface of a generally 
cylindrical body. 
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7- A surface- traversing y e hicle according tQ 
preceding claims, character/sed in th.t- 

bH . Ha „ . ? Sed ln that the movement of the 

bnstle-carrymg members is guided by slot* 

apertures or bores (21) in L e h J K * channels, 

body. / ° dy ° r by radial P ins ^on the 




8- A surface-traversi/g vehicle according to any of t-h 

£££ : a ::r cha rr ised in thac the fi! " « - 



to 7 in?- T7 in9 vehicie acco,?din9 to any ° f 1 

to 7 characterised U that the fluid pressure means comprises a 

«n^ f ^" tm / aa - arranged to siide " >°~ 

i^-U within the associated body. 

10. A surface -t/aversing vehicle according to claim . 
res : lianf 7 narac censed in -that it comprises also a 



12. A surface -traversing 
characterised fin 
springs . 



vehicle according to claim 11, 
that said resilient means comprises one or more 



12' chlact J / aVerSin9 VGhiCle aCC ° rdin9 t0 Clalm 11 ~ Claim 
to' monTtoX: h" " alS ° C ° mPriSeS ~ — — 

vehicle 7 Cha ™ isti - of the surface ahead of the 



14. 



silir f ace - 1 ravers i 



ng vehicle 



/ according to any of t-h P 

precede claims, characterised in that said resilient bustles 
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(13; 25; 32) are natural bristles or of a synthetic polymeric 
material or of a metal . / 

15. A surface-traversing /vehicle according to Claim 14, 
characterised in that said resilient bristles (13; 25; 32) are of 
steel. / 

16. A surface-traversing vehicle according to any of the 
preceding claims, characterised in that the means to move the 
bodies towards and away/ from each other comprises electrical 
power . / 

17. A surface -traversing vehicle according to any of Claims 1 
to 15, characterised ifn that the means to move, the bodies towards 
and away from each otther comprises fluid pressure. 

18. A surface- tr/aversing vehicle according to Claim 17, 
characterised in t/hat the bodies are linked by a hydraulic or 
pneumatic cylinder. 

19. A surface/- traversing vehicle according to any of the 
preceding clain/s, characterised in that the bodies are further 
supported by or/e or more wheels, located upon said bodies or upon 
the links bet/ween them or upon one or more of the bristle - 
carrying members. 

20. A surface- traversing vehicle according to any of the 
preceding yfclaims, characterised in that it comprises three or 
more said/bodies. 

21. A/ surface-traversing vehicle according to Claim 20, 
characterised in that the bodies are coupled together in pairs, 
the t2o bodies in each pair being at a fixed distance apart. 

22. / A surface-traversing vehicle according to any of the 
preceding claims, characterised in that it comprises a control 
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means to ef tent-/ =,.». 

euec / automatically th<= >-~i - • 
bodies. 7 7 the rel ^tive movement of the 

23 • A surface- traversing vehicle a- 

preceding X ims , characterised in that u " W °' ^ 

remote petition via an umbilici i- operated from a 

vehicle/ urabiUcal Une towed by a similar towing 



